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Well, if you’re like me, I’m ready for the cooler temperatures and colorful foliage associated with fall, not to mention a break from all the work in the yard which, at times, seemed futile since the heat and weeds almost did my lawn in.  After this summer, artificial turf is beginning to make a lot of sense; but I bet that the nutsedge weed will grow right through it despite our best efforts!   Now we are ready enjoy a wonderful fall and brace ourselves for a mild winter … just like last year!!   

Some important issues have come up in recent months, so I wanted to share the following information to let you all know what’s been happening in and around our neighborhoods. 
1.
Unlawful Operation of ATV’s (All Terrain Vehicles) on City streets in the 
State of Arkansas

The Board recently received a letter from John Settle, City Prosecuting 
Attorney, asking us to remind all property owners of the City’s intent to 
enforce the law prohibiting the unlawful use of ATV’s on city streets, 
including those in Riley Farm.  Attorney Settle states: 




The only time an ATV can be operated on a city street is 



when 
the operator of the ATV is using the street to cross from 


one area to another. Further, the operator of the ATV must come 

to complete stops, yield the right of way to other traffic, and 


cross at a ninety (90) degree angle to the direction of the city 


street.

He further states that Arkansas Code 27-21-106 prohibits children 
under the age of 12 from operating an ATV on city streets unless 
directly supervised by a person of at least 18 years of age.  He assures 
the Board that he will notify the Fort Smith Police Department of his 
intent to prosecute violators who are cited by the police for this 
offense.  

This is a very serious issue because the safety of all property owners as 
well as our children is at stake. I appreciate the feedback I have 
received from many of you regarding the seriousness of this issue, but I 
don’t have to tell you that; however, I need your support in seeing that 
this activity is stopped.  


So please, if you observe any unlawful operation of ATV’s and/or golf 
carts, please notify the Fort Smith Police at the department’s non-
emergency 479-785-4221.   

2.
Riley Farm Park Walking Path and Pond Improvements


Work was recently completed on walking path extensions in the Riley 
Farm Park to provide access to Cedar Glen residents. The extension also 
included the installation of four new cross-over bridges along the trail.  

Property owners may now access the park by using the new entrance on 
Park Valley Circle. Plans are also in 
the works for installing another 
entrance to be installed on Meadowbrook Lane. 


The pond was drained and deepened so that it would eventually be a 
more pleasing and attractive place for Association members and their 
families. We are planning to install a bubbler aeration system to 
oxygenate the water to support aquatic plant and animal life.  

The park improvement projects costing around $19,700 were approved 
by the Board based on results of the POA survey in February where 
Association 
members were asked for input on what improvements they’d 
like to see this year.  Phase II park improvement slated for early 2012 
will include the addition of playground equipment for older children.
3.
Improvement of Riley Farm Entrance 


The Board is working with University of Arkansas at Fort Smith 
landscaping department for developing plans to improve the appearance 
of the Hwy 71 South entrance to Maple Park and the turn-around at 
Riley Farm Drive and Maple Park. Based on the survey results 
provided by Association members, the Board hopes to have these 
improvements made early next spring.   

4.
Southfield Property Owners Thwart Zoning Change


Special thanks go to Southfield property owners who participated in an 
collaborative effort with City officials and Southridge Development 
Corporation who sought to re-zone the Old Harrison Lane property from 
its current zoning class of ETJ-Open to ETJ-1 (Light 
Industrial).
The 
proposed re-zoning change would have allowed further 
light industrial 
development of the properties adjacent to Southfield property owners, 
but would not have abated existing drainage problems affecting 
property owners. 


The re-zoning proposal came up again on the City Directors agenda at 
their regular meeting on August 16 and was defeated in a 7-0 decision.  
The POA Board approved allocating $8,000 to cover the cost of 
attorney fees in support of the Association’s desire to ensure future 
industrial development surrounding the Riley Farm sub-division is 
consistent with property owners’ interests. 


As a reminder, if you receive a written notice from the City on any 
proposed zoning changes, please let the Board know so we can work 
together to achieve an outcome that will ensure the on-going quality of 
our neighborhoods and support our efforts to remain Fort Smith’s most 
preferred sub-division. 
5.
Summary of Covenant Non-Compliance


Finally, just a reminder that the Protective Covenants may be viewed on 
our website at www.rileyfarm.net. The High Pointe covenants serve as 
the master for all sub-divisions. The Board has received nine notices 
of covenant violations from Association members so far this year: 4 – 
Improper Trailer Storage; 2 – For Sale signs on personal property in 
front yard; and 3 miscellaneous. 


1.
Article VI; Section 4 – prohibits the storage of boat 




trailers, utility trailers, or work trailers in driveways. Any 



kind of trailer must be stored behind the house and behind 



a 6-foot fence out of sight of neighbors. 



2.
Article VI; Section 3 – prohibits the placing of For Sale 



signs on personal property and displaying such in front 



yards.  


The Board wishes you all a very safe and happy end of summer, and 
expresses our sincere thanks to all members for your support throughout 
this year.  Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to 
discuss an issue with me or any Board member.  


Dennis M. Shaeffer


President, Riley Farm POA


Cell:  479-414-3523


Home:  479-646-0798

